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A Thousand Natural Shocks will be performed without an intermission.

To be, or not to be, that is the question.
Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles
And by opposing end them. To die. To sleep,
No more. And by a sleep to say we end
The heart-ache and the thousand natural shocks
That flesh is heir to.
- Hamlet, Act 111, Scene |



A Note from the Playwright

This play began, like so many of my plays, with an overwhelming amount of
fear. | was stewing over my own anxiety, hopeless that | would ever find the
answers to questions like: Is it moral to bring life into a world that is so messed
up? What does it mean to be a good parent? How do we make life-altering
decisions when we can't be sure of the consequences? The more | asked these
questions, the more lost | got. So | started writing a play instead.

My plan was to create characters that explored different aspects of these
questions and force them to fight it out until they figured out the right
answers. | began writing scenes, finding the humor in my hopelessness, letting
the characters and their ideas clash against each other. | was sure that if |
could see their answers to my questions, then | could finally answer them for
myself.

It didn't work. Theater has always been better at asking questions than
providing answers. But even though | didn't find solutions, | found five hilarious
and broken and beautiful characters. | found a play | love and a community of
artists who have brought it to stunning life. And most of all, | found hope.

Jacob Marx Rice )
A Note from the Director

What resonates with me in A Thousand Natural Shocks is how beautifully the
playwright, Jacob Marx Rice, captures the inner life of the lead character. Some
memories haunt you. They invade your body and mind resulting in feelings of
pain, shame, betrayal, or loss. The play asks questions of this character and in
turn, the audience. When you're finally in a good place because you've done
the hard work to move on, what happens when faced with a life altering
decision? Do all those fears come raging back? If you succumb to them, do you
jeopardize the relationships you value most?

Fear is a powerful thing. It can take control of our minds and bodies, holding
us back from living. | recognized myself in this struggle and | believe audiences
will as well. We've all been through difficult times in our lives that led us to a
divergent path. Which path will we take? Not only the lead character, but every
character in the play, is facing an important life decision. What | love about this
play is how human, honest, and real it portrays those struggles. It's funny,
moving, revelatory, and hopeful. It gets inside you and you learn something
new about yourself. | believe in my heart that audiences will leave the theatre
feeling better for having experienced it.

Susan Jane McDonald



Up Next

from Headwall Theatre Company

I'm Not Comfortable

by Lisanne Shaffer-Dickerson

Isa personal story development about
an adoptee who is haunted by a ghost
family of her own imagination takes a
journey through love, loss, abuse and
obsession to ultimately confront the
reality that identity isn't something to
find, instead freedom lies in
surrendering and living with uncertainty.

NOVEMBER 2026
By Lisanne Shaffer-Dickerson
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A Thain Place

by Lucas Hnath

When Hilda meets a professional
medium who claims she can
communicate with the dead, she’s
drawn toward the “thin place,” where the
boundary between our world and the
next begins to disappear. Lucas Hnath's
eerie play explores belief, grief, and what
may lie just beyond our reach.

MARCH 2027

By Lucas Hnath



Celebrating the Work of Amanda Bruton

Our friend, Amanda Bruton, passed away in July 2026, as she was
preparing to introduce Preggo My Lesbo to the world. She spent the
last year of her life creating, in her own words, "a new comedic audio
series about love, lesbians, and the price of eggs."

Amanda was truly a renaissance woman, but one of her most
singular talents was cultivating community and creativity in every
area of her life. She had a rare gift for making everyone around her
feel like a partner in her work.

In that spirit, Amanda’s family, friends, and collaborators are

dedicated to sharing her story, and shaping how the next chapter
unfolds.

Sign up for news about the show and its future release, and follow
along for more updates on Instagram.


https://forms.monday.com/forms/4781410bcff0f9418b4b0f53b76f2e07
https://www.instagram.com/preggomylesbo/

About Headwall Theatre Company

Photo by Laura Yost

Our Mission

On a mountain, the headwall is the most challenging part of a climb.

At Headwall Theatre, we support theatre-makers as they try a role for the first time
with the guidance of experienced mentors, and ascend towards nimble, versatile
artistry. From our base camp in Queens, we nurture a community where neighbors
step into the theatre, and artists step eagerly into each other’s boots.

Our Vision

We envision a thriving and collaborative theatre community in Queens where
individuals from diverse backgrounds come together to celebrate shared interests,
explore different points of view, and foster a sense of belonging. By creating a
world where more people stand in each other's boots and try each other’s jobs, we
foster empathic understanding and inspire our community to ascend our collective
challenges in harmony.

Support Us!

Become a Monthly Supporter and help
Headwall Theatre Company continue to grow and
thrive. Monthly donations provide us with stable,
predictable funding for long-term planning.

Just $5/month (less than a coffeel) helps us keep
producing high quality theatre in Queens.

Scan or click here to donate
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Who's Who Cast & Crew

CHANDLER GREGOIRE (Kennedy) is a multiracial (Black, Korean, and white) actress from
Queens, NY. Chandler began her acting career as a teenager, voicing the cartoon Bratzillaz. She
has since narrated eight audiobooks, including the national bestseller Society of Lies. Chandler's
theater credits include Nobody Dies at the Hudson Guild Theater, Hotel Savoy with Performance
Space 122, the Samuel French OOB Festival, Sunnyside Impressions by Amy E. Witting, and
productions with INTAR Theatre, Medicine Show Theatre, The Shalimar, and Third Eye Theatre
Company. Film credits include: iParent, Vedic Nights, Lyra, and Tainted. She holds degrees from
Columbia Business School, Yale University, and LaGuardia Arts High School and is represented
by Multi-Ethnic Talent. She is very thankful to Jacob Marx Rice and Headwall Theatre Company
for bringing her back for the full production of A Thousand Natural Shocks, after she played
Kennedy in a reading four years ago.

LESLEY MILLER (Laurel) is an actress, singer, writer, and director. BA in Theatre from DeSales
University and Mountview Theatre School in London. She is thrilled to be working again with
Headwall Theatre, where she has performed in Echoes of Ireland, readings of new works by Jacob
Marx Rice, and directed the reading of Nighthawks into Light. Theatre credits: Maria in Twelfth
Night, Corinne in the NY premiere of Glow, The Maid in Red Cross, Beatrice in Much Ado.., Mrs.
Webb in Our Town, Beverly in Southies, a Samuel French finalist and Cindy in Cosmic, where she
was the recipient of the Best Actor award in the Queens Short play Festival. Television and film
credits: Bull, The Elevator, Streamside Day Follies, Spider-Man 2, The Wounded Wolf, and sketches on
YouTube's Hatched NYC. Excited about the upcoming short film she co-wrote, and acted in;
Benny for The Color Yellow Productions. Love to her family for the endless support.
IG:@TheLesleyMiller

MEGAN PIGGOTT (Molly) (they/them) is an NYC-based actor and director. Previous credits
include: NYC Hal in How to Build a Gate (SoHo Playhouse, New Zealand Fringe Festival), Jeff
Skilling in Enron (Atlantic Stage 2), Lysander in A Midsummer Night's Dream (Resident Dilettante)
Regional Picasso at the Lapin Agile (Citadel Theatre), Handle with Care and Paralyzed (Florida Studio
Theatre), Pirates of Penzance (Great Plains Theatre). Proud graduate of East Carolina University's
BFA Musical Theater and Atlantic Acting School’s Full-Time Conservatory. See more at
meganpiggott.com

JOY JAENSUBHAKIJ (Jennifer) is a NYC-based actor and singer from Singapore. She earned her
BA in Theater (Acting Emphasis) from the University of Southern California. Joy is excited to be
working with the Headwall Theatre Company team and thanks all of her friends and family for
their endless support.

VICTORIA YAP (Doctor) is an actor and filmmaker based in NYC. Previous film credits include
Life Insurance Lottery, Rage Fear Love, and most recently /t's Not An Eating Disorder (Best Actress,
Rohip Film Festival). Some of her theatre credits include Forgiven (Classical Theatre Company)
and The Journey of Bishop Collin (The MATCH Theater). Victoria is also a company member of
Interactive Advocacy, an organization which teaches servicemen and women in the military
about mental health and sexual assault awareness through drama and storytelling. This is her
first stage performance in New York, and she’s excited to join this talented and awesome cast.
Enjoy the show! IG: @victoriajyap

Www.victoriajyap.com

JACOB MARX RICE (Writer) has had plays produced in over fifteen cities across three
continents, won the Jean Kennedy Smith Award from the Kennedy Center, been nominated for
four Off West End Awards, and been published by Bloomsbury/Methuen. His plays have been
produced and developed at theaters including The Eugene O'Neill Theatre Center, The
Finborough Theatre in London, Actors Theatre of Louisville, The Flea Theater, EST, and Atlantic
Theatre Stage 2. His screenplays have been listed on the Annual Black List and won a Sloan
Science Screenwriting Award, and he is currently in development with Anonymous Content. He
is a proud resident of Queens.

SUSAN JANE MCDONALD (Director) graduated magna cum laude from the University of
Southern California (USC) with a B.A. in Drama. She studied with Sanford Meisner for two years
at the Neighborhood Playhouse School of Theatre in New York City. While a member of the
Network Theatre Company in NYC, she directed the original plays, Dragons and Squid, both of
which were finalists for Best Play. She's taught acting classes to young students and adults,
directing them in theatrical productions for over 20 years. In addition to directing, Susan is an
award winning actress (AEA, SAG/AFTRA) and writer. Her web series, Irrelevant, is currently in
production. She's thrilled to be working with the Headwall Theatre Company on Jacob Marx
Rice's beautiful play, A Thousand Natural Shocks.



Who's Who Cast & Crew

MARIANNE GOODELL (Producer) is an actor and producer and the Managing Director of
Headwall and fully supports our mission to get out of our comfort zone and try a new role. She
recently performed in Be a Good Little Widow at The Chain Theatre, under the direction of her
son George, and in the hilarious farce POTUS with City Gate Productions in Queens. She
appears in the independent film Gazer that premiered at Cannes in 2024.

JOSH LOMBARD (Producer/Co-Artistic Director, HTC) is an Astoria based director, producer,
editor and photographer. Select theater credits: The Pillowman by Martin McDonagh (Headwall
Theatre Company,) #Crazyland by Andrew Marvel (Headwall Theatre Company,) Bridal Shower
by Andrew Marvel (Fresh Fruit Festival), Ink (Samuel French Festival), Unleashed by Emmet
McConnell (HB Playwrights Theatre), Fire by Rita Marchelya (HB Studios), Asi Wind: Close Up by
Asi Wind (Wind Production), Co-director: Concert of the Mind (Conjuring Arts & Wind
Productions); Producer: 1 in 4 (Headwall Theatre Company). Besides theater, he has also worked
on numerous films, commercials, and TV projects.

HAYLEY E. WALLENFELDT (Scenic Designer) is a Chicago-born, New York-based scenic
designer and artist. Their recent credits include Malapert Love (The Tank); The Tin Angel (Teatro
Grattacielo); Passion (Blank Theatre); The Receptionist (Centenary Stage Company); Jersey Boys,
Waitress, and Matilda (Quincy Community Theatre); Love and War (The Glimmerglass Festival);
and Be Mean to Me (Northwestern University). She was the 2025 recipient of the USITT Scenic
Design Award and a recipient of the 2025 Robert L.B. Tobin Director-Designer Prize. Hayley
received their degree in design and archaeology from Northwestern University.
hayleyewallenfeldt.com | @hew_scenic

HAYLEY GARCIA PARNELL (Lighting Design) (they/she) is a nonbinary, Chicana Lighting
Designer from Colorado, currently based in NYC. They are a resident artist with New Light
Theatre Project. Credits include New York: This is Government, Friends With Amenities (59E59),
Blood Orange (ART NY), The Passion According to Janair (Group.BR at HERE Arts Center), Touch
(East Village Basement), Pass Over (14th StY), Valley of the Shadow (WP Theatre); Regional:
Dracula, The Last Five Years (Princeton Summer Theatre), Little Women, Misery, Sanctuary City, Ms.
Holmes & Ms. Watson #2B (Bloomsburg Theatre Ensemble). hayleygarciaparnell.com

LILY ROSE BARRON (Sound Design) (she/they) is a theatre artist, sound maker, and creative
technologist. She is incredibly excited to be working with this wonderful team on A Thousand
Natural Shocks. Recent credits include: Sound Design & Music Composition: Cinderella and
Frankenstein’s Monster are Dead (Edinburgh/Brighton Fringe), Search for What | Left (The Tank),
Rhinoceros (Tisch Drama Stage), The Velveteen Rabbit (Hangar Theatre), The Duck (Tisch Drama
Stage). Projection Design; She Is Risen (The Tank), [Greater Than Equal To] (Target Margin), Machine
/ Angel / Sickness (Vino), The World Under the Magnifying Glass (PHTS). lilyrosebarron.com //
@the_lily_rose

Goksu Guneylioglu is a New York-based fashion designer and stylist, and a graduate of the
Fashion Institute of Technology. She began her styling career in 2020 with editorial shoots, later
expanding into brand campaigns, short films, web series, and theatre. An accomplished
seamstress, she has also presented her designs on the runway and created custom stage
costumes. Her work combines storytelling with hands-on expertise in design, garment
construction, and styling to bring characters and creative visions to life.

JOHN OROSZ (Technical Director) serves as Technical Director on all Headwall Productions.
Lighting Design - Absolution, The Other Place, Hunting and Gathering, Echoes of Ireland, Other
Desert Cities, #Crazyland, 1 in 4, Funny, The Pillowman. Sound Design - Absolution, The Other
Place, Hunting and Gathering, Echoes of Ireland, Other Desert Cities. Video Production - Echoes
of Ireland (Live Stream), Separated (Live Stream), The Other Place (Graphics and Projection).

MELODY WHITE (Stage Manager) graduated from Lafayette College with a BFA in
Government/Law and Theater. Since graduation, they have performed with Off-Broadway and
regional theaters as well as in cabarets at 54 Below and Green Room 42. They have also worked
administrative positions, such as internships for Broadway League and Chi Talent Management,
as well as production team positions, recently Music Directing at Rodeph Sholom and Kidz
Theater and Stage Managing for Headwall Theater's productions of Hyper Bare-It and The
Comeuppance. In their free time, they release original music under the artist name, Melody
Matthews and are gearing up to release their first full-length project this year. They are
incredibly excited to work on this production and grateful for the opportunity to create new and
innovative theater. -Insta: @melodymatthewsss



Who's Who Cast & Crew

NIM DHILLON (Assistant Director/Producer) is a born again theatre nerd, having rekindled the
spark after moving to New York City in 2018. Nim has been with Headwall Theatre Company
since 2019, filling many roles and wearing multiple hats in the years since. Credits include: The
Pillowman by Martin McDonagh (Producer); #Crazyland by Andrew Marvel (Producer); HTC's New
Voices Workshop Series 2022 & 2023 (Producer); Separated, an Online Play, by Luke Gray (Stage
Manager, Producer);, Hunting and Gathering by Brooke Berman (Stage Manager). Nim also sits
on the Board of Directors for Headwall. Outside of theatre, when not in the audience or running
around behind the scenes, you can find her at the gym.

DEJA ANDERSON-ROSS (Social Media Coordinator) was born and raised in the south suburbs
of Chicago, IL. She has a BA in Theater from Columbia College Chicago and has received her
MFA in acting from The Actors Studio Drama School. Her NYC theater acting debut was with
Headwall Theater Company's production of #CrazyLand as Simone. Her on camera credits
include Chicago Fire, Equalizer, and FBI: Most Wanted. She hopes to use her artistic abilities not
only in storytelling onstage and on camera but in marketing and advertising. She believes that
no matter the format, storytelling is a thread that ties us all together. She's excited to be working
on Headwall's marketing team!

MICHELLE OROSZ (Artistic Director, HTC) holds a BFA in musical theatre/minor in dance (East
Carolina University). Directing credits include: Hunting and Gathering by Brooke Berman, Other
Desert Cities by Jon Robin Baitz, Absolution by Brian C. Petti, The Other Place by Sharr White.
Assistant Dir./Producer: Echoes of Ireland by Brian C. Petti. Producer: Separated by Luke Gray,
#CrazyLand béAndrew Marvel, Funny by Caroline Festa, The Pillowman by Martin McDonagh,
Hyper Bare It by Lesley Shires and The Comeuppance by Brandon Jacobs Jenkins.
“Woman"/Writer of 1 in 4 by Michelle Orosz and B,J. Boothe. Michelle would like to thank The A
Thousand Natural Shocks team for their endless hours of dedication, and her family for all their
love.

Actors' Equity Association (AEA), founded in 1913, represents more than
50,000 actors and stage managers in the United States. Equity seeks to
advance, promote and foster the art of live theatre as an essential
component of our society. Equity negotiates wages and working conditions,

,  providing a wide range of benefits, including health and pension plans. AEA
ACTORS is a member of the AFL-CIO, and is affiliated with FIA, an international

E Q U |TY organization of performing arts unions. The Equity emblem is our mark of
ASSOCIATION 1913 excellence. www.actorsequity.org

d the show Audience Survey
Loved the show: Please fill out our brief survey. Your feedback

Please leave a review! helps us learn, evolve, and create even better
experiences for our audiences. We value your

thoughts! Thank you.

Click here to review Click here to respond
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